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�e San Diego Women’s Hall of Fame was formed in 2001 by four co-hosts: San Diego 
County Commission on the Status of Women (statusofwomensd.us); Women’s Museum of 
California (womensmuseumca.org); UC San Diego Women’s Center (women.ucsd.edu); 
and the Department of Women’s Studies at SDSU (womensstudies.sdsu.edu). Since 2002, 
women have been honored annually for their life e�orts at the annual induction ceremony. 

�e mission of the San Diego County Women’s Hall of Fame is to acknowledge and honor 
women who have made outstanding contributions as professionals and volunteers to 
improve the quality of life for all peoples.

We value women who are: trailblazers, courageous, fearless, and who dare to do the right 
thing; strong, persevering, intelligent, critical thinkers, analytical, strategic, and excellent 
communicators; professionally motivated by personal and community advancement; 
engaged in politics for the bene�t of the community; community role models and 
supportive of others’ advancement; and creative, imaginative, dreamers, and visionaries. We 
value: community building and nurturing, inter-community relationship building; culture, 
ethnic heritage, the history of all people, and sharing it with others; human diversity in age, 
ethnicity, profession, et. al.; cultural and multicultural competency; and the right of  women 
to choose their own identities. 

of     
OUR HISTORY, MISSION, and VALUES



EVENT CO-HOSTS

Women's Museum of California was founded in 1983 with the mission “to educate and inspire 
present and future generations about the experiences and contributions of women by 
collecting, preserving, and interpreting the evidence of those experiences.” �is is still our 
mission today.  Located in the beautiful NTC Liberty Station we o�er an extensive reference 
library, archive collection, exhibit gallery, Women’s Center and woman-focused store all in 
support of the education and empowerment of women in our community.

�e Commission on the Status of Women, established in 1975, is mandated to study and 
advise the Board of Supervisors on the needs and problems of women and to eliminate the 
practice of discrimination and prejudice on the basis of gender.
 
�e Department of Women's Studies at San Diego State University is the nation's �rst 
Women's Studies department. Established in 1970, it o�ers a BA, MA, and Post Baccalaureate 
Certi�cate. It has a reputation for excellence in curriculum, faculty, community involvement, 
and international scholarly collaboration.
 
University of California San Diego Women's Center is a space in which people work 
collaboratively to foster the educational, professional, and personal development of diverse 
groups of women. �e Center provides education and support to all members of UCSD 
regarding gender issues, with the goal of promoting an inclusive and equitable campus 
community.

WHOF PLANNING COMMI�EE:
  
Leah Goodwin   San Diego County Commission on the Status of Women and Girls
Rebecca Boyce San Diego County Commission on the Status of Women and Girls
Anne Hoiberg   Women’s Museum of California, Board President
Felicia Shaw                Women’s Museum  of California, Executive Director
Melissa Jones               Women’s Museum of California
Angela Coker               San Diego State University Women’s Studies

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Production by MOXIE �eatre, Filmmaker Katie Stanley, Congresswoman  Sarah Jacobs,
Justice Judith McConnell, Council President Dr. Jennifer Campbell, and Emcees Starla Lewis and Jerri Malana



toOur Supporters

Thank you

HONO�RY  COMMI�EE LEVEL:

Hon. Barbara Bry
        “In honor of the amazing women who are being recognized this year.”
Sue Gonda and Susan Cayle�
       “We look forward to the induction each year!” 
Eleanor Charlton, State Farm
Darlene Gould Davies
Democratic Woman's Club of San Diego County
Patricia A. McQuater
        “Kudos to all 2021 honorees, especially the most Honorable Randa Trapp!” 
Alessandra Moctezuma
Becky Phillpo�
Felica W. Shaw
         “Congratulations to all of the amazing 2021 WHOF honorees whose sel�ess work
                     
Barbara Stanley
        “So proud of these women’s accomplishments. Congratulations honorees”  
Women of Africa, San Diego
        “Congratulations to the Women’s Hall Of Fame inductees—your remarkable accomplishments 

Rosamond Trujillo Blevins
Angela Coker
Dalarie J. Davidson
Leah Goodwin Creations
Victoria L. Hamilton

Anne Hoiberg
Judge Julia Kelety
Veronica and Bob Longstreth
Nicole Miller-Coleman
Mary Juanita Wood

are inspirational.”

continues to make San Diego a be�er place to live.”



EMPOWERER

       Susan Jester 
   Susan Jester began her professional career in politics and community activism in 1978 working for several non 
pro�t charities while working full time in banking to support her single mom family. She le� banking in the early 
80’s to work as a professional political campaign operative and consultant for Republican candidates and elected 
o�cials including former Mayor Pete Wilson, and Gov. Deukmejian.  In 1983 Susan came out as an openly gay 
woman and quickly dove into the LGBT rights issues of the day, becoming a well-known lesbian activist. When 
the AIDS epidemic struck the gay men’s community in the early 80’s Susan used her organizing skills and 
political experience to raise public awareness, calm public fears, and raise critically needed money. She mobilized 
the LGBT community and numerous straight allies to produce the �rst AIDS Walk in San Diego in 1985. Jester 
moved to the east coast in 1991 to work for the Human Rights Campaign, the nation’s largest LGBTQ advocacy 
and lobby organization in DC, coordinating political action and fundraising events in 24 cities annually. She was 
the Executive Director of the 25th Anniversary of Stonewall March on the UN for AIDS and LGBT rights 
awareness in New York City, a march and rally for 2 million people.
 
   Susan returned to San Diego in 2011 where she picked up activism once again, appointed by Mayor Faulconer 
to the San Diego City Citizens Equal Opportunity Commission.  Susan currently provides support to several San 
Diego Interfaith organizations in their pursuit of social justice for San Diego’s underserved and diverse communities.   



ACTIVIST

       Geneviéve Jones-Wright
    Geneviéve Jones-Wright was raised by her single mother in a low-income home in Southeast San Diego where 
devotion to family and self-respect was cultivated. In keeping with her goal of “carrying the bags” of Justice 
�urgood Marshall, Geneviéve earned a B.A. in mass media communications from the University of San Francisco, 
a  J.D. from Howard Law, and an LL.M. in Trial Advocacy specializing in federal criminal defense from California 
Western School of Law.

   In 2018, she ran for San Diego County District A�orney where she o�ered the cure for our failing systems: more 
care, compassion, and concern. She quickly came to be regarded as a voice for “�e People” and garnered the 
reputation of being a compassionate, inspirational, and humanity-centered leader. She proudly served San Diego 
County as a public defender from 2006-2019, and now serves as the inaugural Executive Director of Community 
Advocates for Just and Moral Governance (MoGo) — an impact litigation organization she co-founded with 
another Black woman a�orney that works to achieve racial justice and hold Government accountable to all people, 
especially those who have been disenfranchised. Geneviéve is the founder of Motivation.In.Action and the 42nd 
President of the Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association. She’s a founding board member of the David’s Harp Foundation 
and a volunteer a�orney for the California Innocence Project. Everyday she works to dismantle our criminal legal 
system as it now exists to achieve a more just and equitable system for all.



BRIDGEBUILDER

       Margaret Iwanaga Penrose
   Margaret Iwanaga Penrose has been President and CEO of  �e Union of Pan Asian Communities (UPAC) 
since 1989.  �is bilingual, bi-cultural, multi-service agency for San Diego’s Asian populations strives to “Unite 
People Across Cultures”. Under Margaret’s direction, UPAC’s programs and services are provided to all 
underserved and diverse populations and provides assistance in over 30 languages at 15 locations across the 
county. UPAC recognizes and celebrates the diversity of our region and strives to strengthen these communities 
to achieve self-su�ciency. Programs focus on mental health counseling, community engagement and business 
development, addiction treatment & recovery, housing counseling, health promotion and cultural competency 
education. With over 40 years’ experience in public and private administration of service delivery systems, 
training, consultation and education, public-private partnerships, and policy development and advocacy 
Margaret‘s extensive governmental, non-pro�t and corporate community involvement has included local, 
regional, state, and national boards; commissions; commi�ees; and task forces. Margaret’s continuing work is 
guided by belief that quality of community is re�ected in its capacity to assist, heal, and strengthen its most 
vulnerable members. 



T�ILBLAZER

       Randa Trapp
   �e Honorable Randa M. Trapp earned her law degree from Georgetown University Law Center in 1985.  In 
2003, a�er practicing law for nearly 20 years, she was appointed by then Governor Gray Davis to the San Diego 
County Superior Court, the third largest court system in the United States.  For the last 10 years, Judge Trapp has 
presided over all aspects of complex civil litigation and is currently the Supervising Judge of the Civil Division.  
Judge Trapp has been active in all aspects of her community.  She is a past president of the Earl B. Gilliam Bar 
Association and past Regional Director of the California Women Lawyers. She was formerly a member of the 
Board of Directors of the California Association of Black Lawyers, Lawyers Club of San Diego, and for �ve 
consecutive years, was president of the J. Cli�ord Wallace Inn of Court.  Judge Trapp was also Treasurer of the 
National Association of Women Judges and Chair of the National Bar Association Judicial Council. She currently 
serves on the Lawyers Club Advisory Board and is Chair of the Judicial Advisory Board of the Association of 
Business Trial Lawyers. 

  Judge Trapp, a veteran of the United States Navy, was an Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of San Diego 
School of Law for nearly 20 years and has served on numerous boards and commission.  She has also received 
many awards and tributes including "Randa Trapp Day" in the City of San Diego, the National Bar Association’s 
prestigious “Sankofa” Award in 2009, and the 2020 “Excellence Award” from the Earl B. Gilliam Bar Foundation.



SPIRIT of the HALL of FAME
       Niki  de Saint Phalle

  Niki was born Catherine Marie-Agnès Fal de Saint Phalle on October 29, 1930 at Neuilly-sur-Seine in France. 
A�er a childhood of moving and changing schools o�en, she married prominent New York author Harry 
Mathews. Personal crisis lead her to painting and she decided to become an artist in the early 1950’s. 
Experimental assemblages gave way to “Tirs”, or shooting paintings, bringing Niki de Saint Phalle international 
fame and membership in a group of artists, the “New Realists”, in 1961 which also included Christo, Yves Klein, 
Arman and Jean Tinguely, among others. A close relationship to Swiss kinetic sculptor Jean Tinguely developed 
into creative collaboration and marriage in 1971. �ey worked together for the construction of many of Saint 
Phalle’s major sculpture projects, like Hon in Stockholm (1966), Paradis Fantastique (1967), Golem in 
Jerusalem (1972), Tarot Garden in Italy (1980-1998) and Stravinsky Fountain in Paris (1983). 

  Niki never stopped exploring and working with di�erent materials, be it polyester, bronze or mosaic. Other 
monumental projects of Niki include the UCSD Sun God (1983), Noah’s Ark in Jerusalem (1998), the Gro�o 
at the Royal Gardens of Hannover (1996 - 2003) and Queen Cali�a’s Magical Circle in Escondido (1999 - 
2003). Niki de Saint Phalle died on May 21, 2002 in La Jolla, California.



HISTORIAN
       Rosalie Schwartz

   Dr. Rosalie Schwartz started college at age 30 and went on to earn a Ph.D. in Latin American history at 
University of California, San Diego.  Her master’s thesis on runaway U.S. slaves who found protection in Mexico 
was published as Across the Rio to Freedom.  Dr. Schwartz taught U.S. and Latin American history at various 
southern California universities while continuing to research and write on topics ranging from Cuban bandits 
(Lawless Liberators) to tourism (Pleasure Island and Flying Down to Rio) and a historical novel set in the Prohibition 
era (A Twist of Lemon).  Her research, supported by Fulbright and National Endowment grants, took her to 
libraries and archives in the United States, Canada, Mexico, Cuba and Spain.  In 1980 she was named an 
American Historical Association Fellow and worked for a year as an advisor on Latin American issues in the 
Capitol Hill o�ce of U.S. Congressman Lee H. Hamilton.

   A�er she retired from teaching, Rosalie joined the volunteers at the Women’s Museum of California.  For more 
than a decade she has researched and wri�en historical and biographical material to accompany the Museum’s 
many exhibits.  Subjects have covered a broad spectrum of women’s experiences and achievements, including 
su�rage and feminist waves; women’s marches and women’s clubs; lawyers, scientists, athletes, artists; women in 
the military and as heroes on the home front in World War II; Kumeyaay, Black, and Latinx women.  Rosalie also 
has used her classroom experience as a Museum docent, bringing historical perspectives to exhibit visitors.  


